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SSTRIVE FOR PROGRESS, NOT PERFECTION.
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What is learning?

A big part of learning is about getting knowledge to go into your long-term memory and then
using this knowledge. Our brains will only remember knowledge in the long term if we think
really hard about it. Just reading, or highlighting does not make our brains work hard enough.
We must practise remembering things — this will feel difficult at the time but worth it in the
end.

What is a knowledge organiser?

A knowledge organiser is a document that contains key facts and information. A knowledge
organiser will not include every possible fact on a topic; it will include facts needed to
understand the main points. Knowledge organisers make knowledge clear. So, even if a
learner misses a lesson, they have a constant point of reference.

Why are knowledge organisers good for learning?

Research shows that our brains remember things more efficiently when we know the ‘bigger
picture’ and can see the way that ‘nuggets’ of knowledge link. Making links helps information
move into our long-term memory. A knowledge organiser shows linked facts on a single topic.

Knowledge organisers can be used for retrieval practice (practising remembering things).
Regular retrieval of knowledge helps us remember more effectively with our long-term
memory. Developing our long-term memory is a vital first step. Without knowledge we have
nothing to work with, nothing to think about! Retaining knowledge over
time is essential.

To help us understand learning better, Gateacre students and staff
have created a series of videos that explain how memory works and
what we can do to make it stronger. Follow the QR code or the

Learning to Learn link to view them.

[

SCON ME

How can you best use your knowledge organiser?

There are many ways you can use a knowledge organiser. The most important thing to say,
however, is ‘use it’. Owning one does not make you remember facts... you must practise if
you are to improve at anything! There will be mistakes — this is how you learn. Ultimately,
the best way to remember things is to try and remember facts that you can’t quite remember
instantly... practice, practice and practice.


https://www.gateacre.org/zones/learning-zone/home-learning-year-7-9-homework/learning-to-learn-video-tutorials/

Here are some ways you could try to improve your long-term memory — they are all based on
making you think, getting you to test your memory. That way your memory will get stronger:

Hide and seek
Read through a small section of your knowledge organiser (three or four key words), cover

the facts and try to write out as much as you can remember. Check your answers and correct
them if needed. Then choose your next words or check ones you have already done again.

Quiz
Test your memory by asking someone to quiz you on facts from your knowledge organiser.
Write down your answers and see how many you get right. Correct any facts you get wrong.

Teach it!
Teach and explain to someone your key facts — you could even test them!

Back to front
Write down a fact from memory and then compose a question that would lead to that answer.

Sketch it
Draw pictures /diagrams to represent each of the facts or dates (time lines, flow diagrams, or
labelled pictures are great ways of remembering parts of a system or orders of events).

Repackage it (from memory)
Create a mind map that brings different facts together under one title. Check that your key
words are spelt correctly... or, take a key word and create a sentence that uses it.

Take pride in how you present your work. Each page should be clearly labelled with an
underlined date. There should be at least one page of work.

Always check your answers and correct anything you got wrong.... You are allowed to get
things wrong... That is how you learn! Getting yourself to think is the key!

Do not just copy a knowledge organiser out — that would not help learning and would only
waste your time! Make sure you are having to think!

PRACTICE




What does effective home-learning look like?

Here are some essential points to remember and some examples to see.

e Longterm memories are created when you have to think. Simply copying does not
help you remember. Testing yourself will make you think and remember

e The process of reflection and self-assessment is important if you are to fix mistakes.
Do not worry about getting things wrong as long as you check, fix it and try again

All these learners have read, thought, tested
themselves and then checked their work. They
will start to develop long term memory which
they can then use in the future.
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT

T# 91014 ,UsIsH, 941

I V9IS
e

-

[=] [=] "1 NOA
se saw} Auew se peas 3ulaq S1xa}
9Y1 01 Ud3S!| pue yoeq 03 ued NOA

é|ooyos ui seapl
9s9y3 jo Aue 1noqge yuiyl noA og

$910J9q seapl 9say}
1noge 3y3noyi noA aney aiaym

éJ9y31a30}
S91103S pue SIX33 9SaY1 SHul|

1eYyM 1noge yulyl 03 si dais |eulj ayl

£U01399Uu09 3y} S JeyM - £ days

‘'suollsanb
JO 10| e yum noA anea| uans Aew
pue xa|dwod 3sow ay3 sI p41yl ayL

¢AJ01s 15414 BY3 01 YUl B B43Y) S|
'}|9SINOA peaJ aney 4o 3siu3oda4 noA
3uiylswos aq Aew 1x33 puodas ay |

‘'seapl pajedljdwod

9Jow Suipueisiapun o3 Asuinol

JNO 14e31S USO pue Jeay aMm 1sJ14

9y} JO SWOS 3Je $91403S 3SdY] ‘nOA
10} 3unoA 003 uana agAew ‘sjdwis
AJan 3q 03 seadde Aew 2231d 315414 9y L

‘3uilum Jo sao31d 9.4y}
9Je 9J3Y] 'SIX31 9Y3 18 X 00| e 9AeH

"1Xa} 8y} J99y - g dais

"u3sI| 3snf 1o o} peau
9Je NOA se 1x3) 9y} MO||0} Ued NOA

"ud)si| pue yul| 3y }alY - T days
**U3)SI| pUe 30 3w} el

"|O0OY2S Ul peaJ 9M $31403S 2JNJUdAPE
9y Suipueisiapun 03 dais 1s.ij 8Y3 sn
9IS sa1geq aJ9M 9M UM pieay am
sa|e1 AJley 9y 1Xau ay3 03 Bapl dUO
WI0J} SYUI| 918240 S31103s 3|dwis Uanj

Uiyl 01 duUeyYd e pey 3,uaney

9M s3y3noyi pue 19A pueisiapun
3,UOp 9M 1Byl Seap! ‘UM Jerjiuesun
9Je am 1eyl spJom Sulieay - 3uiuses|
JO Jed |ejIn e s| 0} peaJ 3ulag

YRy %@ﬁ@\

199[0id U91s[7, @Yl 9sh 0) MO}


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT
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