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“THE BEAUTIEUL THING ABOUT LEARNING IS THAT
NO ONE CAN TAKE TT AWAY FROM YOU .
b.B. KING
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What is learning?

A big part of learning is about getting knowledge to go into your long-term memory and then
using this knowledge. Our brains will only remember knowledge in the long term if we think
really hard about it. Just reading, or highlighting does not make our brains work hard enough.
We must practise remembering things — this will feel difficult at the time but worth it in the
end.

What is a knowledge organiser?

A knowledge organiser is a document that contains key facts and information. A knowledge
organiser will not include every possible fact on a topic; it will include facts needed to
understand the main points. Knowledge organisers make knowledge clear. So, even if a
learner misses a lesson, they have a constant point of reference.

Why are knowledge organisers good for learning?

Research shows that our brains remember things more efficiently when we know the ‘bigger
picture’ and can see the way that ‘nuggets’ of knowledge link. Making links helps information
move into our long-term memory. A knowledge organiser shows linked facts on a single topic.

Knowledge organisers can be used for retrieval practice (practising remembering things).
Regular retrieval of knowledge helps us remember more effectively with our long-term
memory. Developing our long-term memory is a vital first step. Without knowledge we have
nothing to work with, nothing to think about! Retaining knowledge over
time is essential.

To help us understand learning better, Gateacre students and staff
have created a series of videos that explain how memory works and
what we can do to make it stronger. Follow the QR code or the

Learning to Learn link to view them.

[

SCON ME

How can you best use your knowledge organiser?

There are many ways you can use a knowledge organiser. The most important thing to say,
however, is ‘use it’. Owning one does not make you remember facts... you must practise if
you are to improve at anything! There will be mistakes — this is how you learn. Ultimately,
the best way to remember things is to try and remember facts that you can’t quite remember
instantly... practice, practice and practice.


https://www.gateacre.org/zones/learning-zone/home-learning-year-7-9-homework/learning-to-learn-video-tutorials/

Here are some ways you could try to improve your long-term memory — they are all based on
making you think, getting you to test your memory. That way your memory will get stronger:

Hide and seek
Read through a small section of your knowledge organiser (three or four key words), cover

the facts and try to write out as much as you can remember. Check your answers and correct
them if needed. Then choose your next words or check ones you have already done again.

Quiz
Test your memory by asking someone to quiz you on facts from your knowledge organiser.
Write down your answers and see how many you get right. Correct any facts you get wrong.

Teach it!
Teach and explain to someone your key facts — you could even test them!

Back to front
Write down a fact from memory and then compose a question that would lead to that answer.

Sketch it
Draw pictures /diagrams to represent each of the facts or dates (time lines, flow diagrams, or
labelled pictures are great ways of remembering parts of a system or orders of events).

Repackage it (from memory)
Create a mind map that brings different facts together under one title. Check that your key
words are spelt correctly... or, take a key word and create a sentence that uses it.

Take pride in how you present your work. Each page should be clearly labelled with an
underlined date. There should be at least one page of work.

Always check your answers and correct anything you got wrong.... You are allowed to get
things wrong... That is how you learn! Getting yourself to think is the key!

Do not just copy a knowledge organiser out — that would not help learning and would only
waste your time! Make sure you are having to think!

PRACTICE




What does effective home-learning look like?

Here are some essential points to remember and some examples to see.

e Longterm memories are created when you have to think. Simply copying does not
help you remember. Testing yourself will make you think and remember

e The process of reflection and self-assessment is important if you are to fix mistakes.
Do not worry about getting things wrong as long as you check, fix it and try again

All these learners have read, thought, tested
themselves and then checked their work. They
will start to develop long term memory which
they can then use in the future.



T# P0l01d ,USISIT, oY1

I V9IS
o

-

90 ued noA 1539q ay3 3q 0} §|9sIn0A 93u3|jey) -aJow op sAem|e ued noA ‘Jaquiaway

99m 3y} ulyym uiod

E E._m SIYl Op ued noj "49119q AJejnNgedoA Jno a¥ew pue sioe} ‘seapl 3ullsalalul 03 usalsl] 01 Allunpoddo ue st 399foad uaasl| ayL
'si9uJed] se dojaAap 03 aJe am i Juepodwi Ajesusawwi st Alejngedon ano 3uidojana "3a9foad uaisi] 9yl yum age3us 03 awiy el oq :Adesaln

*430( 3SIA3J ‘9S1N02 JO ‘pP|N0I NOA JO ‘Op 01 BUO YdIYM 3PIIBP NOA

$3SIN2J4 NOA PINOYS U0 YdIYM - I1n0ge SS3| MOU NOA SUO YdIym ap1aap 01 oA 1oy S| 11 10s e dJeys $303[gns a1aym

Sy/sajA1say anndy 1a ysiueds dIShN
CERIIETRIN Aydei3oap eweiq/poo4 A103sIH
[sysel ayeonp3
[aun-uo syie AesaH]
uy Aq payioddng] Suindwo)
syiew
ysisu3
Avaly4 AVASYNHL AVASINGIM Avasant AVANOW



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT
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https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/kenilworth-castle/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z74jpv4/articles/zhrb6v4

Task 6:
Instruments of
the Orchestra

Family Instrument Names

Violin; Viola; Cello; Double bass; Harp

Task 6:
Instruments of the
Orchestra test

Key terms:
Arco: Instruction for a string player to use the bow

Pizzicato: Instruction for a string player to pluck the
strings (do not use the bow)

Mouthpiece: the part of a brass or woodwind
instrument you blow into.

Slide: the part of a trombone that moves in and out

Valve: the part of a brass instrument that helps to
change note. The trumpet has three.

Reed: The thin piece of wood that makes the sound
on many woodwind instruments

Orchestra: A large ensemble (group) of instruments
Conductor: The person who controls the orchestra
Legato: Instruction to play the notes smoothly
Staccato: Instruction to play the notes short/spikey

Range: What notes an instrument can play — the
lowest note to the highest.

Strings Acoustic Guitar; Electric guitar; Bass Guitar
Flute Clarinet
Woodwind Oboe Bassoon
Saxophone
Trumpet French Horn
Bl Trombone Tuba
Timpani (Kettle Drums)
Drum Kit Tambourine
AR ] Xylophone (wooden)
Glockenspiel (metal) Piano
Female Male
Voice Soprano (high) Tenor (high)
Alto (low) Bass (low)

Electronic Keyboard
Electronic  Synthesiser (can sound like different instruments)

Computer Software

Piano

Harpsichord

Synthesizer

Electronic Organ (Hammond)
Church Organ

Keyboard

Where the orchestral instruments sit:

Task 1: Learn the Instrument names and families
for strings, woodwind, brass and percussion.

Task 2: Learn the Instrument names and families
for voice, electronic and keyboard.

Task 3: Learn the key terms above.

Task 4: Draw a diagram of the orchestra without
the instruments. After revising where they sit,
complete the diagram from memory — no peeking!
Self-assess - fill any gaps in red pen.

Task 5: Create a 10 mark quiz based on the
orchestral instruments (where they sit or which
family they are from). Get someone to test you!

Task 6: Watch The Instruments of the Orchestra clip
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfedK-dgXWc).
Then, complete this Listening Test
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HUJz76Z74c).

QR codes for the Youtube clips are at the top.

Task 7: Go through your Home Learning work on
Instruments. Make a quiz of any words you found

| tricky. Get someone to test you!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfedK-dqXWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHUJz76Z74c
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https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/editor/?tutorial=all
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTs6bketDRhcZpeJMO5UgN9ZD-N8DLbOT
https://www.gateacre.org/zones/learning-zone/home-learning-year-7-9-homework/learning-to-learn-video-tutorials/

