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What is programming?   

• Programming is writing computer code to create a program, in 
order to solve a problem. Programs consist of a series of 
instructions to tell a computer exactly what to do and how to do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a programming language?   

• A programming language is an artificial language that a computer 
understands. The language is made up of series 
of statements that fit together to form instructions. These 
instructions tell a computer what to do. 
 

• Learn how to code:  

• www.w3schools.com/python/default.asp  

 

• www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhy39j6  

 

• www.codecademy.com  

http://www.w3schools.com/python/default.asp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhy39j6
http://www.codecademy.com/
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Tasks: 

1. What is a programming language? 

2. Describe what an algorithm is? 

3. Describe what a variable is? 

Tasks:  

4. Describe what a data type is? 

5. Describe what the terms, string, 

integer and float/Real mean? 

6. Describe what the term Boolean 

means?  
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Coding in Python Tasks  

1. Writing error-free code  

a. When writing programs, 
code should be as legible 
and error free as possible.  

b. Debugging helps keep code 
free of errors and 
documenting helps keep 
code clear enough to read.  

 

2. Syntax errors - Syntax is the 
spelling and grammar of a 
programming language. In 
programming, a syntax error 
occurs when:  

a. there is a spelling mistake. 

b. there is a grammatical 
mistake 

 

3. Adding Comments  

a. Comments are useful to 
help understand your code.  

b. They will not affect the way 
a program runs. Comments 
appear in red and have a 
preceding # symbol. 

Task 1:  Explain what the Top 3 Tips for Coding in Python are?  
Task 2:  Read through the code below and write it out in your home 
learning book 
Task 3: Can you describe what each line of the code does?  
Task 4: Try writing out the code in Python. 
Task 5: Try writing your own code, you can do this in Python or your 
home learning book. 
 
 


