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Gateacre Futures Evening
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Mrs S. Tracey Associate Assistant Principal

Mr J. Byrne Head of Year 9

In the Atrium

GCSE Options booklet
The 'marketplace’ of subject stalls
An opportunity to ask questions
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What is all the fuss about qualifications?
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In a competitive job market, academic and
vocational qualifications are increasingly
important. Those without qualifications
are at a higher risk of being unemployed

and having low incomes.’
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What is different about Key Stage 4?

 19-month course (a little over 5 terms)

* You have greater responsibility.

* Important that you work throughout Key Stage 4
* The work is harder and you have more to do

* YOU have to be more independent

* You must be prepared to give time to your studies
* Mock and final examinations
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Attendance and Punctuality
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What are the different types of qualifications?

* GCSE — academic qualifications, usually in more traditional school
subjects, which are generally assessed through final examinations
and often lead towards A-levels

* Level 2 certificates (eg. BTECs, CNats) — vocational qualifications,
often in more practical subjects, that are largely assessed through
coursework and lead to vocational college courses,
apprenticeships or work-based learning
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English Baccalaureate ('The EBacc’)

* This is not a qualification.

* [tis a combination of GCSE subjects that offer an important
range of knowledge & skills to young people.

* Students must study: English Language and English
Literature, Mathematics, Science, Spanish and History OR
Geography

 The EBacc is recommended by some of the most prestigious
universities.
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Pathways

Further Education (Vocational

Further Ed-ucati-on (e.g. A College course, A Levels) More support and guidance
Levels, University) Apprenticeship L1/2 College course
Professional employment Full time employment Work based learning
EBacc 1 or2 EBacc subjects 1 EBacc subject
A mixtures of GCSE BTEC qualifications

2 or more EBacc subjects

GCSE subjects courses and BTEC courses
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Reasons to choose an Option:

Do choose...

Subjects you like

Subject you have done well
in and gained good marks
Subjects you feel would
help you to be successful in

whatever you choose to do
after the end of Year 11

Don’t choose...

Subjects that your friends
are choosing (they may not
be in your class)

Subjects that your favourite
teacher teaches (you may
not be in their class)

Subjects that you think
other people would like you




Key dates

 14/01/25 Options Launch Assembly

 w/c 20/01/25 In class taster sessions for KS4 Option
subjects

« 30/01/25 Year 9 Parents Evening

« 03/03/25 Gateacre Futures Evening

* Friday 7th March 2025 - Deadline for submission of
Options forms

* March/ April 2025 - Student Options interviews

* July 2025 - Option choices finalised
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Year 9 Options
Booklet 2025

A guide to the courses and qualifications
available to Year 10 and 11 students.

The Options Booklet
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Q tep 1: Compulsory subjects

English Language and English Literature
Mathematics

ombined Science or Separate Sciences

If you choose the Separate Sciences this will need to be one of your option choices in step 3
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Q tep 2 EBACC

ou must choose one of the following.

1) Geography

You will also be asked for a reserve.
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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

3 . OPEN CHOICES

Step

ou can choose three other subjects from the follow list.
Art & Design Engineering

Classical Civilisation Graphic Design
Computing & IT Health & Social Care
Drama Music

Business Enterprise Photography
Economics PE and Sport
Separate Sciences Sociology
Geography History

Spanish Religious Studies
Hospitality & Catering
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Next steps...

 Visit as many subjecis as possible in the marketplace
in the atrium

» Discuss with family the best choices to make.
Consider current achievements, career aspirations
and advice from staff and older students.

 Seek more help and guidance in school.

* The Edulink form will go live tonight at 6pm

« Edulink form with choices to be completed by
8am on Friday 7th March.
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FORM

Year 9 Option choices form
Year 9 Options form

Please use this form to make your Options choices.

This should be an informed decision with your parent(s)/carer(s) after attending Gateacre Futures evening on Monday 3™ March 2025, reading the options booklet and asking any questions.

You have also been given the opportunity to have taster sessions and speak to all your teachers about your suitability for subjects. If you have any questions, please look in the options booklet in the first instance, then speak to your
parents and teachers.

Please double check what you have chosen before you submit these final choices.
Choice 1 - EBacc: *

Sels

Choice 1 - RESERVE: *

Select
CHOICE 2:*
Select
CHOICE 3:*
Select
CHOICE 4:*
Select
RESERVE: *
Select
Please double check what you have chosen before you submit these final choices. Do not select the same subject more than once.

Note - You CANNOT choose both Art and Graphic Design.
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Thank you

Option choices deadline:
8am on Friday 7th March.
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